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Shkoder Airfield:

25X1X 1

mmakoder girfield has excellent roed communications both

? ugoslaviae (Podgorica) as well as toward the central
portion of Albanias, perticulerly in the direction of Llesh. A railroad line,
which is planned to pass by Shkoder airfield, is under construction.

2. Auxillery lending Field No. 2, located to the northeast of Shkoder, is bounded
on either side by a country road 4 meters in width. Another small country
road, also 4 meters in width, jeins i d No, 3 to the mein

25X1X highway from Shkoder to Yugoslavia, the Soviets planned
to construct concrete runways in both of these auxillary landing fields, ss
these aress are subject to flooding from the Kiri River.

25X1X 3. With regard to Auxiliary landing Field No. 4,
dimensions are actuslly 1,000 meters in lengtl
thereby ereating a long but very nerrovw lsnding I‘ield

Derat Airfield:
4. With regerd to the prinecipel Beret airfield and the three auxilisry landing
25X1X fields of that area, all had excellent comnections with
goed highways, constructed by the Itelians., These highweys, connecting the
regions of Kueove-Banie.Berat, eventually leed both to the south end to the
aorth of Albsnia ond are presently reported to be in exeellent condition.

5. These same airfields alsc have good connections with good country roads, which
hed been repaired during 1947-48, and ere connected with Wlone, Durres, Elbasen
by asphalt roads. Work is also being done to provide a means of connection
with the Durres-Elbesan railroad, in order to facilitate even greater commumication
with the Albanian coast end the internal regions of Albania.

o  With regard to Landing Fiel r sketch of Berat Airfield, attached
25X1X to reference report), it was presently being used ty the
Air Force School ('%.Lc) end, during the summer seegon, to base units of the Air
Force, The runway of the principal airport of Berat (indicated as sirfield No. 2
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in the sketch attached to reference report), will be laid in concrete
during the spring of 19503 cother instelletions and buildings to handle
oy and nipht flights reportedly will slso be constructed.

There is presently located on the airfield a squadron of the Albanian Bomber
Aly Torce; the sireraft of this vunit consist of Soviet bombers of the
"Tljuskin® type. The hesdquarters of a2 Soviet transport squedron is alsn
located on this airfield, and || N c ;1< is often covored
with Soviet transport planes unloading and loading (unspeeified) materisis,

—tx'e runways of the remaining two suxiliary lavx’l"g: fislds
listed as "o, 3 and /A respectively in the sketch attached to reference 'r'eror‘o)
will be levelled and Wuilt in concrete during 1950,

tiith regerd to the Sovieb ectivities referred to a’bove.“
the Soviets appear to heve the intention of eresting a power 8ir pase in

the Beralt reglon; when the runweys will all be laid in concrete, the principel
airport and the three auvxilisry landing fields would be able %o handle the
deployment of some 500 aircrsft.

Serande Airfield:

Serande airport is comnected with Gjiinokaster by a good mountain road; in the
south there is a small ssphalted rosd which leads to the Greek frontier. Tn
addition, it has good comnections with Putrint Leke whieh, in turn, is joined
to the Gulf of Dutrint by a "free" (si.c:—-"libero") canal which permits the
entrance into the lske of small vessels,

Tt wes also reported that, in addition to the peneral modernizetion of the
airfield which was to be effected by the Soviets during the course of 1950,

zg stated in reference report, e worlshop for the repair of aircraft was also
to be construeted. The Coviets reportedly plan to use this eirfield @s a
station for their strategic air force, and it was planned that the runweys of
the field wonld te egbhle to handle aircrai‘t coming in from different directions,

It is leerned that during 1949 the Soviets decided to retulld the airport
completely, so that it would be one of the largest o the Adriatic coast.
They intend to create 2 sreat zir base at Vlene for their aviation needs, and
especially for their air transport service, whick regnlarly delivers all
necessary squimment for fortifieations in Albenia end for the Soviet units
stationed in the ares of the Guif of Vlone and on the Tsland of Saseno. This
materiel comes from the USTR and the satelliltes.

Vlone alrport hes a very pood rumwey, which will be laid in concrete. There
is information that the work has alreedy started, bubt it is not known whether
it has been completed. The airport is provided with all installations and
equipment for day and night flights.

A squadron of Soviel pursuit pisnes is now staticned at Vlone airport as well
as another squedron which forms part of a Soviet trensport regiment stationed
in Bulgavia. The latter syuadron consists of 16 trensport airplanes which
are constantly transporting equipment from end to Albenia,

Sea-plane Pase at Vlione:

The sea-plene landing arce is locsted in a smell gulf mear the port of Vlene,

This landing aresz is now being enlarsed snd modernized. The werk is being done
at the expense of the Soviets. In fact, the landing srea is occupled by Soviet
seaplanes, which handle the transportetion of egquipment destined for the Soviet

‘troops, CONF‘DENTI AL
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F the Jovicts have the intention of
nsiorming the Vlene see-plane landing area into a large sea-plene bzse

on the Adriatic Sea. TFor that resson, not only is the landing area being enlarged,

but new buildings sre being constructed, and installetions and equipment zre
being set up,

Durres Airfield:

& permanent airport for Albsnian military aviation is said to be locate? in
Purres, It was repaired and improved meny times by the Germans during the
lest Ugrlad g = g the most important alrports along the Adriatic
coast it would no doubt be strongly defended, since

it wo erve very well for alr operations over the Adriatic Sea and ageinst
Ttsly, but especially for offensives ower Yugoslavia and Trieste,

The above-mentioned airport has two hangars whic_ vere
constructed by the Ttelians before the war.

At the present time some Soviet military eviation units sre stationed kere,
provided with four pursuit planes, type "JAV-12%, This airport is used for
both Albanian and Soviet transport planes. Soviet plenes arrive almost daily
unloading various equipment and especially food needed by the Soviet military
formations stationed in the Turres region,

Peshkop Airfield:

This is 2 permanent alrport, used by the Albsnian Air Force. It is quite
lerge and located near the Yugoslav border, approximately 10 kilometers from
the main roed into Yugoslavia.

This airvort hes a very good runway 1,200 meters long and 400 meters wide,
which can handla even hesvy aircraft.

The airfield was inspected by o Soviet commiszsion (unspecified date). At

the present time a small Soviet commission is stationed there, under the
command of a mejor. Fn 1950 the Soviets will begin to
construet a modern alrpor y enlerging and equipping the one now in operation

in Peshkop because the runwey is very good and the airport, being in a good
location, is of great strategic importance.

4t the present tire, a squadron of Albanian pursuit planes of the Soviet type
is stationed a% this airport. The commander of the squadron is a Soviet
captain who speaks fluent Albanian,

Starove Airfield:

This is an auxiliery eirport locate? near the point where the £lbanian,
Yuoo 3 drrs meet, and it is being used for training flights,
in the event of & eonfliet betugen Tugoslavia and
g 2 > o0viet Union, this airport could be used to great adventege,
since it has & good runwey whick can be approached from all directions, The
runvay 1s 1,350 meters long and 900 meters wide,

5o far, this sirport hes no special installations; however, if the necessity
should arise, installations could be put up in e very short time. There are,
however, three large buildings whieh lock like barracks and vwhich house the
persomnel, At the present tine, a helf-complement Albanisn pursuit squadron,
equinped with German Yesserschmitts, is stationed at this airport.

25X1X
26, this field will be transformed into e large and modern
airport when the situation requires it,

(&
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Kukes Alrfield:

This smell auxiliery airport, which could be put to very good use, is located
north of the town of Yukes., It is to be transformed into a small air hase

for Alvanian avietion needs, In August 1949, four Albanian pursuit squadrons
had been located at this airport. This does not mean that those squadrons
were assigned there, but they vwere probably using the field zs a bese for
maneuvers, Iuri-g the current year, the Soviets intended to convert the
ailrfield in Kukes into & large airport for the exclusive use of pursuit plenes,
because of its locetion in the vicinity of the Adriatie Sea.

The above-mentioned airport has a good runway, which is 1,300 meters long end
1,200 meters wide, It was further reported, but not econfirmed, that there is
a cement road at this airport constructed by the Germans during the time of
their occupztion.

Eimare Airport:

The airport et Himare is another in the group of auxiliary airports., It hea
a fairly good runway, which aonar ntiy was tevelled and somewnat improved by

Seviet exverts in 1949.

The above-menticned auxiliery airport is loceted some 45 kilometers (by air)
from Vleone, and is therefore of strategic importence, In cese of emergency it
could become very helpful to Soviet aviation, whether for tombing or pursult
operations. _tbere are four wood and metal hangers,
constructed by the Sovieds, in addition to & small radio station,

At the present time, there are no aireraft of any kind stetioned at this field;

however, the Soviets are using it for their own air units, in flying plenes
from Pulgaria to Albenia,

s2. I . octohcr 19/9 = Sovict pursuit

33.

scuadron, with new jet-propelled planes, stayed at thig field. This sguadron
came from Pulgaria for propegsnds purposes. H

this squedron visited all the airfields of Albanie, but thet it was especially
noted in the vieinity of Tirana and Vlone.

Kev:je Airfield:

This is en auxiliary airport which wes levelled and adapted hy the Soviets and
Albeniens in 1948, 1% is located on the road from Kavaje to Turres, at a

short distance from the sea, so that it could be used to great advantage by
pursult plenes for the possible defense of the Soviet navel base at Durres,

Since the Soviets are working on the fortifications of Murres and the construction
of certain importent strategic obiectives, this eirport will elso becore
inereasingly more importent., As a result, the Seviets are planning to modernize
it in such a wey that it can be used exclusively for military purposes.

Fruje Airfield:

The airport of Kruje is located halfway hotween Llesh and Tirana, north of th
capital of Albenia. It is a rather good field and cauld#
bz fitted out as a permenent airport. This is still under consideration,

however, since it seems that the Soviets do not want to meke any radieal chenges,
as the terrain is not reelly of the best quelity, and the Albsnians insist on
improvements and equipment,

An Albanien training squadron is besed at this airport. It is reported that
this squedron wes recently tremsferred elsewhere, because there is no special
housing for the persomnel. Ian fact, there are only two smell houses located
in the vieinity of the airport,
the Soviets have apparently so f UG pOrary nangars and &
field repair shop for the planes aydiAuttoriobiles used at the airport,
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The Kruje airport is equipped with installations for day flights, a redio
stotion and an old German radio goniometer,

Dibra Airfield (on Albsnian territory):

The airport of I'ibra is another euxiliary airfield, loczted epproximately
6 kilometers west of the city of Teber. ! Yugoslaviz), at the confluence of
the Black Trin and the Zall rivers, and 560 meters sbove sea level.

This auxiliary airport was put into operation in 1949. Turi Y d

it was operated to very good advantage by the Germens, %
the Soviets constructed three hangars and one small repair shop for aireraft
repairs here,

At the present tire, a squadron of Soviet pursuit plenes is stationed here,
axd Iis engeged In escorting transport planes on transit flighis over non-
sotellite {sie) coontries, The field is 1,300 meters long and 1,000 meters wide.

_ this zirport can meke a very good airfield, sinee its

terrain-is of good quality, which will male it pessible to eonstruct various
cement runways for landing and taking off in any desired direction,

m Not 1,000 meters by 2,000 meters as given in reference
CDOT T, en so, the width given here and the widths of other rnvays, given

elsowhere in thie report, seem highly exaggerated. It is possitle that the
term "runway" is used loosely here, and that the dimensions given actuslly
apnly te the size of the entive fiold,

‘ : ///’
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